
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOS Report – Week 3 
 

Last week’s budget hearings set the scene for the remainder of the legislative session. With 
agencies presenting their requested budgets with the 6% cuts, it became clear that the 
budget is going to be complicated and contentious. The budget is also the only bill the 
legislature is required to pass during the legislative session. Budget cuts will be debated and 
tough decisions will be made. Before Sine Die, the House and the Senate must agree on a 
budget that the Governor will sign. The Governor’s recommendations can be found here - 
http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/Documents/2021_FiscalYear/FY_2021_Tracking_Sheet_
Gov_Rec.pdf 
 
The budget is now being heard in House Appropriations. There were several subcommittee 
meetings this week. House Appropriations Chairman Terry England even expressed his 
concern about the FY 21 budget cuts in an op-ed 
https://www.georgiapol.com/2020/01/29/appropriations-chairman-england-everything-
is-on-the-table/.  
 
We will continue to follow the budgetary process as it moves through the House and the 
Senate.  
 
Also newsworthy this week was the announcing of Congressman Doug Collins’ intent to run 
for US Senate against the recently appointed Kelly Loeffler to replace Johnny Isakson. As 
always with these announcements, the trickle down effect has been significant. 
Representative Kevin Tanner, the House Transportation Chairman, and Senator John 
Wilkinson, Chairman of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, have announced their candidacy 
to replace Congressman Collins.  
 

Please see below for highlighted legislation and topics of interest. 
 
SB 313 - (Senator Dean Burke) - The bill regulate pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs). It 
requires physicians employed with PBMs who advise on formulary development, 
management, step therapy or prior authorization determinations to be licensed by the 
Composite Medical Board to practice medicine, actively see patients and engage in the 
practice of medicine that focuses on the same condition they are providing advisement.  
 
The bill has been referred to the Senate Insurance and Labor Committee 
 
SB 298 - Vaping (Senator Renee Unterman) The bill would increase the age for using 
tobacco products to 21 - this would align with change in federal law and it would also 
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include vaping products in that category. The bill also requires local boards of education to 
prescribe mandatory instruction on the use of vaping and smoking.  
 
The bill was heard in the Senate Regulated Industries committee twice this week but no vote 
was taken.  
 
SB 321 (Senator Chuck Hufstetler) The bill would change the current structure for 
oversight from individual limits for APRNs and PAs and would now allow a physician to 
oversee any combination of sex APRNs and PAs. It does not change the number, only the 
structure.  
 
The bill has been referred to the Senate Health and Human Services Committee 
 
Out of Network Legislation 
 
There has been lots of discussion this week about the out of network legislation designed to 
minimize the distribution of “surprise bills” in Georgia. While there is one bill on the table - 
Senator Chuck Hufstetler’s SB 293, leaders in both the House and the Senate are working on 
a rewrite compromise piece of legislation. You have seen a draft and have been able to 
provide feedback. (If you have not seen the current draft, we have attached it to this email). 
We will continue to follow this issue and provide you with up to the minute updates on the 
bill and the outlook for the medical community. We expect Representative Lee Hawkins to 
drop the compromise legislation early next week.  
 
Tort Reform Legislation 
 
A priority of the medical coalition at the Capitol, an omnibus tort reform bill is expected to 
drop next week. We anticipate that there will be a version in the House and the Senate. We 
have been working with a broad coalition of over 40 entities on developing this bill for the 
past several months.  
 
Physicians Day at the Capitol 
Medical Association of Georgia’s Physician Day on the Hill will be held on February 19th, 
2020 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be served at noon and the event will be held in 
the Floyd Room of the Sloppy Floyd Building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


